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SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH BIBLE SOCteTy, (RNGLAND.) 


The chair was taken at twelve o'clock by the Right Hon. G. 
Rose, the president. Tue Rerort gaye a brief sketch of the 
history of the Southampton institutiony, yhich originated in the as- 
certained deficiency of the Holy Scrip,ares.in the town and neigh- 
bourhood, together with a desire to ps \note the foreign objects of 
the Society. It detailed the proceefngs of an association, by 
which a very considerable number ofpibles and Testaments had 
been supplied ; it showed the origin «,,the Ladies’ Bible Society, 
which had been instituted last year at:the suggestion of C.S. Dud- 
ley, Esq. adistinguished member of the parent committee, as es- 
pecially likely to be the means of supplying domestic servants : 
a class of society which has been observed to be very deficient in 
the possession of the Holy Scriptures; and it appealed earnestly 


to the heads of families to forward this important duty, without 


presuming to dictate to them the mode in which they might. pre- 
fer sotodo. It showed that the efficiency of the ladies’ associa- 
tion had been very considerable, from their having collected, in 
11 months, nearly £400 from upwards of 867 subscribers, of 
smali sums, and 904 subscribers for bibles and.testaments. It 
showed the necessity and utility of minute investigation into the 


wants of every neighbourhood, from actual facts of recent o<cur- 


rence. It disclosed a very gratifying»picture of the general. rca- 
diness of the labouring classes to supply themselves with the Holy 
Scriptures by weekly payments of small sums regularly collected. It 
mentioned the public distributions that had already taken place, 
and that which is about to take place. It detailed the progress 
of the supply of Bibles in villages around Southampton, and call- 
ed on those who had not hitherto taken any effectual means for 
this purpose, no longer ‘o delay so important a duty; not pre- 
suming to dictate the manner in which it should be done, but 
expressing an earnest hope that another year would not be suffer- 
ed to elapse without its heing thoroughly accomplished by those 
in whose power it might be to secure an object which all confess 
to be important, while all cannot exactly agree as to the best mode 
of its accomplishment. ‘Phe Report particularly urged on those 
heads of families, to whose domestics the ladies’ bible association 
have not had access, the responsibility attaching to the relation 
of master and servant, with regard to the religious necessities of 
the latter. From the instances which the ladies’ Bible Associativa 
have met with of aged persons unable to read, and deeply regres- 
ting that inability, as debarring them from the use of the Holy 
Scriptures, the Report took geen to urge the trial in South- 
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ampton, ‘during the étsuitig winter, offad institution for the in- 
§ i6tr Of adults, vinta to that established in Berkshire; undér 


the patronage. of the Prince Regent, Lord Grenville, &¢, 4 as well 
-as.in London, Bristol, &c. ; since, to a feeling mind duly impress- 


ed with the value of ehristian consolation, few spectacles can be 
more melancholy, than that of helpless, hopeless, aged poverty, dis- 
abled from the external relief of its ordinary pursuits, shut up in 


‘the darkness of mental: ignorance, ‘destitute of all that can make 


the present life tolerable, and cut off from that cheering solace of 
infirmity and pain, which drises from the daily and hourly eonso- 
lations of scriptural hope. ~The Report then stated the tendency 
of the constant visite uf tht ‘ladies’ association to promote habits of 
economy, sobriety, deteriay, and godd order, as well'as to excite 
that discreet and well-apf ied beneficence, which alone entitles to 


‘the name of charity the atl that is bestowed on the necessitous. 


The Report concluded with a general view of the foreign opera- 
tions of the parent Society, abridged from the thirteenth report, 
just published, and with an eloquent extract from the Bishop of 
London’s sermon lately preached before the Society forthe Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel, in which his Lordship exptesses his con- 
viction that ‘* we shall not escape an indelible stain of national 
guilt and disgrace, if, indifferent to the welfare of our fellow-crea- 
tures, or insensible to the advantages which we experience from 
the diffusion of light, we refuse to communicate the blessing; if, 
deaf to the gracious voice which invites us to exercise the noblest 
of privileges, we leave it to others to spread the truths of salva- 
tion to the ends of the world, and to hasten the rising of that glo- 
rious day, when the desert shall blossom as the rose,—the leopard 
8hall lie down with the kid,—-and all the families of the earth, 
renouncing their unnaturalanimosities, shall merge the distinction 
of country and colour, in ‘their common. relation’ to the Saviour, 
who ‘died for the redemption of mankind.”—The sum raised by 
the Ladies’ Association, during 1} months, is very nearly £400. 
The subscriptions to the Branch Bible Society are about £130 : 
the total number of Bibles and Testaments issued by the Branch 
Society and Ladies’ Association since December, 1814; is 2669 
copies. 

The Ricnr Hon. G. Rose expressed the utmost satisfaction 
with regard to the general 'tenour of the Keport, and as to the 
laudable exertions of the committee, and particularly of the La- 
dies’ Association. He trusted that the appeal which had been 
made to villages in the neighbourhood, as-yet unprovided, would 
meet with immediate attention, and that heads of families would 
receive the suggestion with regard to domestics, and would them- 
selves ensure their being supplied with Bibles without delay. And 
if, after this, they would take the trouble, in country -places, to 
inquire into the wants of their poorer neighbours, much: good 
might be effected at no great expense. Mr. R.’ then adverted to 
that part of the Report in which the case of adult persons who are 
unable to read was stated; and he-expressed his conviction, that 
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so important a suggestion well deserved to be followed up ; since 
he could not but view with compassion the cruel situation of 'per- 
sons, with very good dispositions to acquire moral and religious 
knowledge, shut out by their ignorance of the-art of reading from 
all the gratification and improvement which they might have de- 
rived from the perusal of the Holy Scriptures. He should not 
despair of a plan of instruction for adults being carried to a great 
length, with good effect. Mr. Long, a respectable merchant, had 
told him that a black man in his service had learned to read the 
Biblein nine weeks, by no other mean:-than the instruction ofa lad 
ef nine years old. He was not so &jnguine as to expect that in- 
stances exactly similar would often eur ; but he thought it right 
to mention such a circumstance, froi, the strong encouragement 
which it affords. He was much gra fed to find that this institu- 
tion had been able to make so large.a remittance this year to the 
parent institution ; whose general domestic operations he consi- 
dered as very important. Exclusive of the comfort and. delight 
that every one must feel at seeing a number of beings happy in 
the possession of the Scriptures, and regulating their conduct by 
the precepts contained in them—if this high motive failed fo pro- 
duce the requisite exertions, he would beg leave to add, that we 
must shut our eyes to the plainest truths, if we did not, see that 
there are motives of an interested nature that might, influence our 
conduct, It was too obvious that there is in this country an in- 
crease of crimes, The heavy calendars at the Old Bailey, and 
his own experience as a magistrate, .proved this. There was al- 
so, on the part of many culprits, a bardened jindifference as to 
punishment, which was a very melancholy symptom. The end 
ef punishment was to deter from offence. He was sorry to, ob- 
serve, that this end was very inadequately answered. It became 
necessary, therefore, to carry the religious and moral culture, of 
society to such a point as to operate by prevention. To this 
matter he trusted that gentlemen would not shut their eyes, but 
would look daily at it, as at an evil which required their vigilant 
counteraction. The Right Hon. Gentleman then adverted to the 
Thirteenth Report of the parent Society, very lately published, 
and described it as a document deserving universal perusal; contain- 
ing statements so able, so plain, so satisfactory, as must come 
home to the mind and heart of every reader. It was most gratify- 
ing to contemplate the impression made, by means of the parent 
Society’s efforts, on idolatry, on. bigotry, on superstition, hy. their 
large dispersion of the Scriptures, in almost. every part of the 
world. It was highly honourable also to this country ; it was a 
distinction, of which, as a member of the Society, be could not 
but be proud. It was scarcely too sanguine an expectation to 
hope, that the intercourse between the Bible Societies of rival 
nations might affect the intercourse between states, and might 
thus become the means of softening the asperity, of national jea- 
leusies. He could not but reckon on the probability. of results so 
desirable, when he read such amicable sentiments as those which 
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had been delivered at the last meeting of the parent Society, by 
the Rev. Dr. Mason, of New-York. ‘* Never again may that hu- 
miliating spectacle, two nations to. whom God has vouchsafed the 
enjoyment of rational liberty ; two nations who are extensively 
engaged, according to their means, in enlarging the kingdom, in 
spreading the religion of the Lord Jesus—the kingdom of peace— 
the religion of love—those two nations be oecupied in the unholy 
work of shedding each other’s blood! Never again may such a 
spectacle be exhibited to the eyes of afflicted christianity! May 
their present concord, written not with pen and ink, but on the 
living tablets of the heart ; enforced by the sentiment of a com- 
mon origin, by common langage. principles, habits, and hopes, 
and guaranteed by an all-gragious Providence, be uninterrupted !” 
From the circulation of such sentiments in America, the Right Hoh. 
Gentleman declared that he could not but anticipate the most be- 
neficial consequences ; and if there was one country more than 
another that we should wish to conciliate, and to which we were 
bound by a common interest, that country was America: by a 
citizen of which country these amicable expressions were thus 
uttered, from the common interest excited inso exeellent a cause. 
Mr. R. then mentioned with satisfaction the instances detailed in 
the Report, of the readiness with which many Catholics in different 
parts of the world, assisted in the circulation of the Holy Serip- 
tures ; for while ii had ever been his wish that every man shauld 
be permitted to worship God in his own way ; yet he could not 
but equally wish that every man should have free access to the 
Holy Scriptures. He concluded by repeating his warm recom- 
mendation of a perusal of the parent society’s Thirteenth Report, 
and expressing his cordial satisfaction in the spirit of peace, con- 
ciliation, and good-will, which all the proceedings of the society: 
manifested. : 


s+ 


BERLIN, Oct. 11. 


His Majesty the King of Prussia, has been pleased to address the 
following invitation to the Consistories, Synods, and Superin- 
tendencies of the Monarchy : 


** My illustrious ancestors reposing in God, the Elector Joan 
Sigismund, the Elector George William, the great Elector King 
Frederick I., and King Frederick William I., as is proved by the 
history of their reigns and lives, endeavoured with pious zeal to 
unite the two separate Protestant Churches, the Reformed and the 
Lutheran, in one Evangelic Christian Church in their dominions. 
Honouring their memory and their salutary views, I willingly join 
them, and wish to.see a work agreeable toGod, which met with 
insuperable obstacles in the unhappy sectarian spirit of those 
times, to be brought about in my doniinions, to the honour of God 
and the weal of the Christian Church, under the influence of a 
better spirit, which disregards what is not essential, and holds fast 
what is the vital part of Christianity, in which both Churches are 
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agreed ; and I desire to see the beginning made upon the ap- 
proaching secular festival of the Reformation. Such a truly re- 
ligious union of the above-mentioned Protestant Churches, who 
are separated only by external differences, is conformable to the 
great objects of Christianity : it answers the first views of the Re- 
formers; it lies in the spirit of Protestantism ; it promotes religious 
spirit ; itis salutary to domestic piety ; it will be the source of 
many useful improvements in churches and schools, which have 
been often hindered hitherto, merely by the difference of religion. 
To this salutary union, so long desired, and now again so loudly 
called for, and so often sought in vain, in which the Reformed 
Church does not go over to the Lutheran, nor the latter to the for- 
mer, but both unite in one new ahimated Evangelic Christian 
Church, in the spirit of their Holy “Founder, there is no longer 
any obstacle in the nature of the thing itself, if both parties seri- 
ously and honestly desire it in a true Christian spirit ; and if pro- 
duced by this, it will worthily express the gratitude which we 
owe to Divine Providence for the invaluable blessings of the Re- 
formation, and honour the memory of its great authors in the con- 
tinuance of their work. 

‘ But much as] must wish that the Reformed and Lutheran 
Churches in my dominions may share with me this my well-tried 
conviction, [ have far too much respect for their rights and their 
fiberty to force it upon them, or to order or decide any thing in 
this affair. 

‘ This union, besides, can have real value only, if neither per- 
suasion nor indifferentism have a part in it; if it proceeded from 
the unbiassed liberty of self-conviction, and is not only a union 
in external form, but has its roots and vivifying service in unity 
of heart, according to the genuine principles of Scripture. 

‘ As I shall myself celebrate in this spirit the approaching secu- 
lar festival of the Reformation, in the union of the late Reformed 
and Lutheran congregation at Potsdam, in one Evangelical Chris- 
tian congregation, and take the holy Sacrament with them, | hope 
that this my own example will have a beneficial influence on all 
the Protestant congregations in my country, and that it may be 
generally followed in spirit and truth. To the wise direction of 
the Consistories, to the pious zea! of the Clergy and their Synods, 
lleave the exterior coinciding form of the union, convinced that 
the congregations will readily follow in a true christian spirit, and 
that every where when the attention is directed seriously and sin- 
cerely, without any interested secondary views, to what is essen- 
tial to the great sacred cause itself, the form will be easily found, 
and the external will naturally result from the internal, simple, 
dignified, and true. May the promised period be no more re- 
mote, when under one common Shepherd, all united in one faith, 
one charity, and one hope, shail furm only one flock, 

Potsdam, Sept. 27, 1817. ‘ Preperick Wixram.’ 

‘To the Consistories, Synods, §-c.’ 
* The undersigned Minister, charged with the publication of thts 
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expression of his Majesty’s wishes, does not doubt of the desired 
and happy success; because, as it has been accepted since the 
first of this month by the clergy of this city, of both Evangelical 
Confessions, united in one Synod, with unanimous joy and grate- 
ful respect for his Majesty’s sentiments and views therein express- 
ed, it will certainty be received in the same manner by all the 
Evangelic Clergy and Congregations in the kingdom. 
‘ Minister of the Interior, 
‘Von ScHucKMANN.’ 


ce 


From the American Baptist Magazine. 
DEPARTURE OF THE MISSIONARIES FOR BURMAH, 


As it was expected that Messrs. James Colman and Edward 
Willard Wheelock, with their wives, would sail in a few days 
for India—a special prayer meeting was held on Tuesday even- 
ing, Nov. 11, in the second Baptist Meeting House in Boston, 
for the purpose of commending them to the guidance, protection, 
and blessing of Heaven. 

The weather was not pleasant, but a large assembly was cun- 
vened. The services commenced at half past 6 o’clock, and 
continued till half pastnine. Eight ministering brethren prayed ; 
a few short addresses were intermingled, and hymns appropriate 
to the occasion were sung. It was a sweet and solemnseason. A 
spirit of grace and supplication prevailed to an uncommon de- 
gree, Those who were mouth for the people to God, appeared 
to feel as Jacob did when he said, ‘I will not let thee go ex- 
cept thou bless me.”” If the friends of Christ who were present 
had uttered the.language of their hearts, they would have ex- 
claimed with one accord, ‘‘ Lord, it is good for us to be here !” 
Though the meeting was protracted to an unusual length, it was 
evident that the congregation separated with feelings of regret. 

On Lord’s Day, Nov. 16, at 10 o’clock A. M. our dear Mis- 
sionary brethren with their companions, embarked in the Ship 
Independence, Capt. Bangs, for Calcutta, at which place they 
will embrace the first opportunity to obtain a passage for 
Rangoon. 

The parting scene was truly affecting. It is supposed that 
more than 200 persons were assembled or the Dock, to bid them 
a final adieu, and to give them their benediction. It was such a 
scene as was witnessed at Miletus. The parents and brothers 
and sisters, and indeed all who were present wept ; and many 
fell on their necks, and kissed them; sorrowing most of all, that 
they should see their faces no more. None disccvered so much 
fortitude as the Missionaries themselves. While their friends 
were all weeping around them, they manifested great firmness. 
When sister Wheelock stepped on the plank which connected the 
vessel with the wharf, she observed toa female friend; ‘‘ I would 
not exchange situations with any of you.” One incident occurred 
which was sufficient to melt a heart of stone. When the vessel 
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began to move, the father of Mr. W. with all the tender anguish 
of a parent, took off his hat and exclaimed, Willard! my dear 
Son! let me see your face once more ! » Willard ame to the side 
of the vessel. The Father gazed on his amiable son, ‘then co- 
vered his head, and immediately forced his way through the 
crowd to his carriage. Just before the vessel Jeft the wharf, Dr. 
Baldwiu engaged in prayer, recommending the Missionaries to 
God, and the word of his grace. The following Hymn was also 
sung, expressive of earnest desires that He, who holds the winds in 
his fist, would conduct them in safety over the mighty deep, 


HYMN;:: 
Composed by Mr. Ward, 


** Smile, Lord, on each divine attempt When they shall preach the Sayiour's 


To spread the gospels rays, Beneath the Banyan’s shade,| word , 

And build on sin’s demolish’d throne = Let the poor Burman fee] its power, 
The temple of thy grace,” And make bjs spirit glad, 

Oh, charge the waves to bear our friends Oh, let the heayenly Bhaster spread, 
In safety o’er the deep ; Bid the new Cast arise, 

Let the rough tempest speed their way, Till natives preach the gospel word, 
Or bid its fury sleep. And Burmans taste its joys. 


It will no doubt be a source of gratification to many, to be in- 
formed that the supercargo of the Independence is a pioys man. 
Though a member of another denomination, yet he appears to 
love all who love our Lord Jesus Christ, This circumstance will 
greatly. contribute to the comfort of our dear young friends... 
When the writer of this article gave the parting hand to one of 
the Missionaries ; his last words were, ‘*‘ Oh, do pray for us! dear 
Sir, do pray for us!’ It is hoped that all who take an interest 
in the Burman Mission will not only contribute of their substance 
for its support, but cause their prayers to ascend before God, 
that his presence may go with the Missionaries, and that he may 
give them favour in the sight of the Heathen. 

——— 
INSTRUCTIONS, 
From the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions to their young 
friends, Mr. Wheelock and Mr. Coleman, about to commence 
their voyage to Calcutta on their way to Rangoon, 


Beloved Brethren, 

The Board contemplate with pleasure the work on which, in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, you are now entering. They fer- 
vently pray that the arm of the Lord may prove your firm sup- 
port under all your trials, and that the same sacred arm may be 
made bare to give success to your anticipated labours, in the 
empire of Burmah. Convinced that you have already received 
the judicious counsel of the brethren who undertook the charge of 
your outfit, and that in Burmah you will enjoy such valuable ad- 
vice as the experience of the brethren there has qualified them for 
imparting :—they nevertheless conceive it a duty to 4ddmiss yon 
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a few lines ; and the delicacy (lest it should seem to interfere with 
the province of the worthy committee, above referred to, who 
superintend your departure) is removed by the following passage 
in a letter to the Secretary from brother B.—*: It has been usual 
on occasions like, the preseat, for the missionaries about to de- 
part to receive such instructions from the Roard, as might serve 
to direct them as to the general tenor of their conduct; it is ear- 
nestly desired that such instructions may be sent on in season for 
the Missionaries to take with them, not doubting but they will be 
received with gratitude, and often perused with interest by our 
young brethren.” 

It is the wish of the Board, that the general sentiments and re- 
commendations contained in their second Annual Report, be con- 
sidered as directed in substance to yourselves, as well as to the 
dear brethren already at the mission station. Ina land of dark- 
‘ness and enemies, you will see the importance of combining your 
interests and affections to the uttermost possible extent. Unity of 
temporalities and missionary projects has been the vital pulse 
of the wonderful establishment at Serampore ; and in reference to 
Burmah, we would urge, that such a union is not a vain thing for 
you; it is your life. : 

While the members of the mission feel themselves one in Christ 
Jesus, and while the board is fully convinced that no disposition 
exists in the brethren in India, to assume an improper influence, 
they affectionately urge you to pay that respect to their senti- 
ments, which superior age and an actual residence at Rangoon ob- 
viously claims. ‘The Board has received the most pleasing testi- 
monies relative to the amiableness of your dispositions, and have 
confidence in your prudence and piety ; but youth is a season 
of inexperience, and the suggestions of years will not he 
despised. 

Be circumspect and conciliating in your conduct on board the 
Independence. Missionaries of the cross sometimes derive en- 
couragement to future service from the blessings which follow 
their intercourse with those who sail with them. A respectful 
and useful minister of Christ, now connected with the Philadel- 
phia Association, was brought to the knowledge of truth, under 
the pious instruction of the Rev. Mr. Biss, while passing in the 
ship from America to Calcutta. 

May the honour be yours, as instruments in the hand of the 
Lord, to turn some thoughtless mariner from the error of his ways, 
and thereby save a soul from death. 

Appreciate the counsels of the Millennial Band at Serampore. 
Observe their habits—cultivate their friendship. They are the 
mediums of inter-communication between the Board and Bur- 
mah, and are entitled to high respect and gratitude. 

Above all, dear brethren, may you and your companions in 
life abound in personal religion.—The prosperity of your own 

souls will be the surest presage of success in your Missions. Fa- 
tuiliarity with the throne of grace will confirm your faith, sustain 








Missionary Society of Connecticut. 345 


your hopes, beguile your tribulations, and invigorate your souls.— 
The Board will be happy often to hear from you.—Write at large 
either in a way of letter or journalwise. With fervent prayer to 
almighty God for your preservation and success, I subscribe, in 
behalf of the Board, very affectionately yours, 
W. Sraveuton, Sec’ry. 
& 
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DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 


Nineteenth AnnvaL Narrative of Missionary service directed 


by the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticat, prin- 
cipally in the year 1817. 


[Continued from page 329.] 

Ohio.—That state, the north-eastern division particularly, bas 
for fifteen years shared largely in missionary attention and la- 
bour. In Euclid the Rev. ‘Thomas Barr had a pastoral charge. 
He was employed eleven weeks in the missionary work, and de- 
livered forty-seven sermons Many towns during tbe latter 
months of 1816, were favoured, as will be readily recollected, 
with the special influences of the Holy Spirit. He beheld them 
with the most grateful emotions; at the same time he found occa- 
sion to lament an insensibility to the concerns of the soul, that was 
awfully prevalent in a great number of places. 

The Rev. Joshua Beer was twenty-one weeks in this employ- 
ment. He had the pastoral charge of a church and congregation 
in Springfield. In several places he found a pleasing degree of 
attention to spiritual concerns. Numbers were rejoicing in the 
love of Christ. He thought it conld be said in truth, that the 
cause of pure religion was generally, though not rapidly, gaining 
strength among the people whom he visited. 

On the 10th of last June, the Rev. Alvan Coe was ordained an 
evangelist, by the Grand River Presbytery. At the date of his 
Jast communication, he had spent about ten weeks, and delivered 
forty-seven sermons. He devoted himself principally to those set- 
tlements which have been recently formed beyond the Cuyahoga. 
There were a few instances of hopeful conversion. The popula- 
tion was fast increasing, and numbers of pious individuals were 
among the accessions it was acquiring. He was universally re- 
ceived with kindness, and frequently with joy. Often, however, 
he was compelled to bewail the prevalence of Salbbath-breaking, 
intemperance, profanity, and many other sins. 

Twenty-one weeks were spent by the Kev. Matthew Taylor, 
and the greater part of them in the county of Franklin. The set- 
tlements there were quite new—the people were lew anc scatter- 
ed—individuals were found coming to Christ. A growing regard 
was manifested for meetings whose object was religious instruc- 
tion and enjoyment. No uncommon revivals appeared in that 
field. He was net connected with any pastural charge. 
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The Rey. Amasa Loomis was employed about ten weeks. 
During that period he delivered forty-five sermons, chiefly in the 
more recent settlements already mentioned. He had no pastoral 
charge. The state of morals was improving, ‘lhe profanation 
ef the Sabbath by hunting, visiting, and servile labour, was be- 
coming considerably less common. He had opportunities of 
guiding those that were anxiously inquiring the way to eternal 
life. He likewise had painful occasion to‘admonish some, who 
were once convinced of their sinfulness and danger, but after. 
wards relapsed into indifference and hardness of heart. 

‘Twenty-six weeks the Rev. Giles H. Cowles was engaged in 
missionary labuur. He was happily called to witness a great work 
of God among the people of his charge in Austinburg, Morgan, 
and Rome. As the fruit of that divine work, nearly one hundred 
of the souls, committed to his pastoral care, received the Chris- 
tian hope. Most of the neighbouring towns also shared richly in 
that glorious effusion of grace. In one settlement, consisting of 
nine families, sixteen persons were apparently brought into the 
kingdom of Christ. At the date of his last journals, that revival 
had, in a great measure, subsided. 

The church and congregation in Harpersfield are the pastoral 
charge of the Rev. Jonathan Lesslie. Thirty-four weeks he la- 
boured as a Missionary. The revivals among his own people, and 
jn many of the neighbouring towns, prevented, hii from travel- 
ling great distances. Although the extraordinary impressions on 
the minds of the people had, in a considerable degree, ceased, 
when his last journals were dated, yet their happy effects con- 
tinued to be visible generally through the country. The mo- 
rals of society were greatly improved; the Holy Sabbath was 
more respectfully and reverently regarded ; public worship and 
instruction were attended by greater numbers and with deeper 
seriousness ; the use of ardent spirits was become almost unfash- 
ionable ; profane language was scarcely to be heard. Neverthe- 
less, it was a mournful truth, that aumbers, who were once seri- 
ously impressed, had repelled the divine influence until it seemed 
to have been entirely taken from them. They had, consequently, 
returned to seek their portion in this world. Sectarian influence 
was likewise instrumental of establishing numbers in the belief of 
dangerous opinions. The utter ignorance of revealed doctrines, 
which those revivals disclosed in the minds of many, who were 
the subjects of religious impressions, convinced him more effectu- 
ally, if possible, than ever, of the importance of educating chil- 
dren in the true doctrines of the gospel. 

The church and congregation in Steubenville are the stated 
charge of the Rev. Abraham Scott. He laboured as a Missionary 
fourteen weeks, and delivered sixty-one sermons. He visited the 
people of several counties—some of them in Connecticut Reserve 
—one in Pennsylvania—but principally between the Reserve and 
the River Ohio. With the latter portions of his fields, Missiona- 
ries have been very little conversant, though they were extremely 
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destitute. No remarkable changes appeared in the moral con- 
duct and habits of the people. In some places there was evidence 
of improvement, in others of degeneracy. There was a distress- 
ing want of salutary instruction. ‘The spiritual means enjoyed 
were deplorably disproportioned to the growing wants of the 
people. 

In Aurora the Rev. John Seward had a pastoral charge. He 
was twenty-eight weeks in Missionary labour. His services were 
extended nearly to the western boundary of the Reserve. At- 
tention to the things of salvation was less manifest, generally, than 
during the season preceding. ‘The special revivals of that former 
period had greatly declined. Their effects, however, remained, 
and were highly advantageous to those favoured communities by 
which they had been mercifully experienced. On the whole, it 
appeared evident, that moral order and the best interests of man- 
kind were happily advancing. In public estimation the Society 
for the promotion of good morals stood on reputable ground. To 
the treasury of the Connecticut Reserve Bible Society more than 
500 dollars had been paid. 

Nineteen weeks were spent, and seventy-eight sermons deli- 
vered, by the Rev. Luther Humphrey. His pastoral charge was 
in Burton. He was diligent and successful in the formation of Bi- 
ble classes. To assist children and youth in the acquisition of an 
intimate and correct acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures, was 
the pious designs of these institutions. He was perfectly per- 
suaded, that a Bible class, with this important object in view, 
might be formed and conducted with great usefulness in every 
settlement. 

The Rev. William Hanford had the charge of a church and 
congregation at Hudson. Twenty-three weeks were the time of 
his labours, in which he delivered one hundred and twenty-seven 
sermons. He enjoyed the high satisfaction of beholding evi- 
dence, that the divine approbation accompanied Missionary exer- 
‘tions. Settlements, however, there were, in which a very 
humbling want of religious sensibility was manifest. In a consi- 
derable number of places, little or no feeling appeared on subjects 
of everlasting moment. 

About thirty-two weeks were spent, and one hundred and 
twenty-four sermons delivered, by the Rev. Simeon Woodruff. 
His pastoral charge was in Tallmadge. In sundry places he 
found a very encouraging attention to the concerns of salvation. 
Missionary labovr appeared to be instrumental of great benefit. 
While the country was rapidly settling, the people in many towns 
were improving in things worthy of good report. Numerous 
charitable societies were formed, especially by females, and were 
doing much good. 3 

In this service the Rev. Caleb Pitkin was employed twenty- 
eight weeks, and. delivered one hundred and forty-seven ser- 
mons. On the 23d of May he was installed in the pastoral charge 
of the church and congregation in Charleston. He accounted bis 
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labours then most advantageously applied, when his preaching was 
connected with daily and diligent visiting from house to house. 
The free personal conversation and instruction, of which these 
familiar interviews, afforded opportunity, were unquestionably, in 


his opinion, instrumental of adding the mightiest efficiency to 
missionary efforts. 


[To be coutinued. } 


-o+o— 


BIBLE ASSOCIATON AT GEORGETOWN, D. C. 


At a public meeting, agreeable to notification, held on Monday 
26th of January, in Georgetown, D. C. for the purpose of or- 
ganizing a Bible Association, the following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed officers of the association : 

Rev. Henry Foxhall, President ; Rev. Mr. Kieth, Rev. Thomas 
B. Balch, Vice Presidents : William Clagett, Treasurer : Dr. 
Thomas Henderson, Secretary. Robert Munro, ‘'homas Waters, 
William Jewel, John Robertson,William Lang, lsaac Owens, John 
M‘Daniel, U. Ward, John Renner, W. C. Lipscomb, James Cor- 
coran, l. W. Nicholls, Managers. 

The Constitution was read and adopted. An address, which 
had been previously prepared, was read and ordered to be pub- 
lished. The meeting was truly interesting. The thanks of the 
meeting were presented to Samuel Bayard, Esq. and a member- 
ship for life conferred on him, by an unanimous vote. 


AN ADDRESS TO THE CITIZENS OF GEORGETOWN. 


It has been thought adviseable that the citizens of this place 
should be called on to lend their aid towards the establishment of 
a Bible Association, auxiliary to the Bible Society of the District 
of Columbia. You will discover from the first annual report of the 
American Bible Society, that such institutions are contemplated 
by its board of managers. The design of that highly respectable 
board may be unfolded in a few words. Auxiliaries on a large 
scale, must necessarily lay under contribution but a small portion 
of the services and charity of a numerous population. It has been 
found by examining the number of inhabitants in this district, that 
the proportion of those who lend their aid towards promoting the 
cause of Bibles, is extremely small. We believe then that a Bible 
association, confined to our town, will answer important purposes. 
It is to be considered as auxiliary to the Bible Society of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Our object is to strengthen the parent institu- 
\ion—to.enter more minutely into the want of Bibles in this place 
—to employ a greater number of agents in this hallowed work— 
to impart value to the offerings of the poor—to penetrate more 
deeply into the retreats of ignorance—to elevate the standard of 
public morals ; in a word, by diffusing the holy scriptures more 
extensively, we wish by the divine blessing, to excite greater at- 
tention to the doctrines there unfolded, their promises, their 


threatenings, their discoveries aud hopes. Every benevolent mind 
wust approve the object. 
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Deeply impressed with the importance and necessity of such 
an institution, a number of individuals were assembled, by pub- 
lic notification, a few evenings since, for the purpose of organiz- 
ing the association. The meeting, however, owing to the limited 
notice which had been given, was thinly attended. Kelying, how- 
ever, on divine providence, and confiding in the support of our 
fellow citizens, we resolved to proceed. ‘The constitution which 
has been draughted, is now laid before the public. You wil] discover 
from the constitution the simplicity of the object which we have in 
view. We know that some may say. what need is there for such 
an institution? Is there nota society now in existence in this 
district, auxiliary to the A. B. 8. ? *To these interrogatories we 
reply, there is much need every way. y whom are the funds 
of the present society supplied ? Are they not supplied by a few 
benevolent individuals ? Do the poor throw in their mite? Have 
we not practically debarred them from all opportunity of contri- 
buting their part towards this labour of love ? 

That the K. S. of this district may have an auxiliary is self-evi- 
dent—How could the A. B. S. exist without its auxiliaris? And, 
as this district embraces a considerable range of territory, we 
wish to combine its energies more effectually than has hitherto 
been attempted. 

Some, bowever, may say that we will lay a heavy tax on the 
poor—certainly not. We wish to plunder no man of his raiment, 
or take from him that sustenance which nature demands: but we 
wish to open to the poor sources of intellectual, moral, and sprit- 
ual improvement. Who would reproach the poor widow for 
bringing her mite, wherewith to purchase a Bible ? 

Never will poverty be banished from the world until the princi- 
ples of the Bible shall universally prevail. tf we wish then to 
improve the condition of the poor, let us attend to their moral cul- 
tivation. Then will industry, harmony, and comfort, pervade their 
dwellings. And that they are capable of such improvements, we 
will only ask you to look over this place—see how many children 
are collected from our streets, and placed within the reach of the 
means of grace, through the instrumentality of Sunday Schools — 
Fields of usefulness are thus opening to our view ; fields in which 
angels, unseen, delight to tread. 

The origin, progress, and benefits, of Pible associations have 
been fully developed by the venerable author of the history of the 
British and Foreign Society, We shall therefore conclude this 
part of the address by an extract from his history—It is the tes- 
timony of the Tindale Ward Auxiliary Society : They are fully 
convinced that the attention of the country at large, needs only to 
be awakened to the subject of bible associations, to render their 
establishment universal ; and they indulge the hope that the pe- 
riod may not be far distant when there shall be no parish, town, 
or village, without its Bible association. Pible associations em- 
brace advantages’ infinitely superior to any that can arise from 
mere pecuniary accumulation—-they embrace the moral and re- 
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ligious welfare of the great mass of the community—they: have a 
direct tendency to cherish a spirit of true piety, for while they 
attract from sensual pleasures, they substitute superior enjoy- 
ments, and give the poor what they long wanted, a pure incentive 
to action. Again, the principle on which these associations are 
formed, is more immediately calculated to bring the poorest clas- 
ses into communication with the parent society, and to excite a 
common feeling among them, while the aggregate of the funds 
contributed by these associations, though arising from small indi- 
vidual subscriptions, materially aids the object of the parent so- 
ciety.* ) 
What motives can we possibly lay before you which have not 
reached you before this time ? Happily the age in which we live 
, is an age of Bibles---Infidelity bas retired, and the inspiration of 
; the scriptures is placed beyond all question. If then the scrip- 
tures are clothed with those properties, which enable us to ascer- 
9 tain their heavenly original, surely it is our duty to be employed 
ii in this work. 
ip Consider those. discoveries which are made to us in the inspired 
volume of the Supreme Being---we are not left to grope in Pagan 
darkness—we are not abandoned to our vain notions respecting 
the nature of the Supreme Being. The Heathen is degraded by 
superstition. He renders homage to the heavenly bodies, which 
i to the christian are. but the luminous points of Jehovah’s throne. 
1) Turn from the idolatry of the Heathen, to the worship of the 
| christian. 
| He learns from the scriptures, the existence of one infinite and 
it eternal being : he becomes acquainted with his will, and is fur- 
He nished with every possible motive to the pursuit of holiness and 
i the abhorrence of sin. Where in the pages of ancient wisdom can 








i we find morals so pure reaching to the very sources of action ! 
it Where can we find such lofty representations of the power and 

it glory of God ; such unsullied precepts of rectitude, such views of 
i! duty, such pictures of happiness, such delineations of misery ? 
Ae 


Indeed the writers of this book seem to have ranged through the 
councils of Jehovah, and with unrivalled boldness, they wield his 
ae lightnings against the transgressor, whilst they unfold the richest 
| mercy to the penitent. 
But if another motive is needed, consider that mysterious plan 
: of redemption which is brought to light in the Bible, in the con- 
iE templation of which angels are bewildered. Ponder in your 
minds the infinite dignity of that atonement which has been made 
aa in behalf of mankind. Even the heathen acknowledge that witb- 
| out shedding of blood, there is no remission. Therefore it is that 
: so many victims fall, somany altars overflow with blood. But in 
the Scriptures an atonement is revealed that infinitely transcends 
the sins of the penitent, superior to the claims of the law, and 
equal to our wants. The atonement thus becomes the basis of 
solid happiness to man. 





ti, * Pace 542. 
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Lastly, consider that immortality, for the ‘knowledge of which 
‘we are indebted to the Bible. Immortality is.the glory of our 
race---and this immortality is surrounded in the.scriptures with in- 
conceivable grandeur by that one offering which was made on the 
cross. They who are destitute of revelation must form a very 
imperfect notions of a future state. If they conceive of future 
happiness, it is the happiness of the sensualist, not of the follow- 
er of the Saviour. But how charming are the prospeets, how 
brilliant are the hopes which revelation discloses when this mor- 
tal being shall end, when the.shadows of evening shall gather 
around us, we look for the beams of morning---for life and immor- 
tality are brought to light in the gospel. Death snaps for a mo- 
ment our earthly ties, but they are to be renewed in distant 
worlds. 

To this enterprise of benevolence, fellow citizens, we inyite 
‘you. Itjis not the honour of a party, the glory of a sect which at- 
tracts our efforts--it is the glory of God, and the honour of his Son’s 
Kingdom, now when the world is at peace, when the hero, has 
relinguished his sword, when the bow of the Savage lies unstrung 
at his feet, when the war horse is stripped of bis trappings, shall 
Christians alone sound the trumpet! Shall not Christians be at 

eace 2 

We hail the time when the Bible shall be spread through the 
world, when it shall be the companion of the cottager and the 
prince ; when the deepest vale of ignorance shall be illumined 
by the knowledge of God, as it shines in the face of Jesus Christ. 


{The second article of the Constitution is as follows :]) 


Every person who shall subscribe and pay ‘one cent per week, 
at stated periods, shall be a member of this associatiow, ‘shall be 
authorized to attend and vote at its several meetings,’and shall be 
entitled, ‘at the'end of the year, to receive one -copy’of the New 
Testament. All members of this: association who shall pay two 
and ahalf cents per week, at stated periods, shall at the end of 
every year be entitled to a duodecimo copy of the Bible, Those 
who shail pay five cents per week, at stated periods, shall be en- 
titled to receive at the end ofeach year, one ociavo copy af the 
Bible, and so in proportion for every five cents subscribed, until 
the same amount to ten dollars,..Those who pay TEN dollars at 
one time, shal] be members for life, and shall be entitled to five 
octavo or ten duodecimo copies of the Bible; all which Bibles and 
Testaments shall be neatly bound, and are to be limited expressly 
to the use of the donors, or contributors, or their respective fami- 
lies; to chagitable establishments ; or applied to gratuijous dis- 
tribution. 








UKASE, 

Addressed to the Legislative Synod at Moscow, by Alexander, 
Emperor of Russia. Dated from Moscow, Oct. 27, 1817. 
‘During my late trayels through the Provinces, 1 was .abliged, 

to my no small regret, to listen to speeches pronounced by certain 
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of the Clergy in different- parts, which contained unbecoming 
praisesofme. Praises which can only be ascribed unto God.— 
And as I am convinced in the depth of my heart of the Christian 
truth, that every blessing floweth unto us through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ alone, and that every man; be he whom he 
may, without Christ, is full only of evil, therefore to ascribe unto 
me the glory of deeds, in which the hand of God hath been so 
evidently manifested before the whole world, is togive unto men 
that glory which belongeth unto Almighty God alone. 

‘ f account it my duty, therefore, to forbid all such unbécoming 
expressions of praise, and recommend to the Holy Synod to give 
instructions to all the Diocesan Bishops, that they themselves, and 
the Clergy under them, may, on similar occasions, in future, re- 
frain from all such expressions of praise, so disagreeable to my 
ears; and that they may render unto the Lord of Hosts alone, 
Thanksgivings for the blessings bestowed upon us, and pray for 
the out-pouring of his grace upon all of us ; conforming themselves 
in this matter to the words of Sacred Writ, which require us to 
render to the King Eterna], Immortal, Invisible, the only wise 
God, honour and glory for ever and ever. 


*‘ ALEXANDER.’ 











MORAL IMPROVEMENT. 

We have been informed, that a Missionary Meeting, lately held 
at a certain town in the north of England, such was the attention 
paid to it by the inhabitants that, at the theatre, where a very 
popular performer, who had been engaged four nights only, was to 
have acted, so few persons were present, that the managers did not 
think it worth their while to light the candles ; and that at the 
ball-room, where an assembly was to have been held, not a single 
person appeared. [Lon, Evan. Mag. 


SLAVERY. 

The Havanna Diario of the 17th of August, contains an offi- 
cial return of the slaves imported into that port from Africa, from 
the Ist of December, 1316, to the last of July, 1817, amounting 
in the whole to 115161! ! [zbid. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 

On Thursday the 5th inst. the Rev. Samuel Kissam was or- 
dained to the work of the Gospel Ministry, and installed Pastor 
over the United Reformed Dutch Congregations of Bethlehem and 
Coeymans. On this interesting occasion the church was crowd- 
ed. The introductory prayer, by the Kev. Dr. Bradford, was 
highly solemn. An admirable Sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Mr. De Witt, from 2 Tim. iv. 5. ‘* Make full proof of thy 
ministry.” 

The exercises were concluded by an affectionate Address to the 
people, by the Rev. Mr. Livingston. 








THE CHRISTIAN. HERADLD.:: ::: 
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BLEYEN SH REPORT OF THE AFRICAN INSTITUTION. 


STATE OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 


French West Indies.: 


The Directors, in their last Annual Report, informed the sub- 
scribers, that by an additional article to ‘the Treaty with France, 
of November 1815, the High Contracting Parties agreed to con- 
cert, without loss of time, by their Ministers at Londom and Paris, 
the most efficacious measures, for the entire and immediate aboli- 
tion of the slave trade. Ip furtherance of this object, the King of 
France has recently issued an ordinance, by which-every vessel, 
whether French or Foreign, that shall attempt to introduce negroes 
into any of the French: Colonies}' shall be confiscated ; and the 
Captain, if a Frenchman, shall be deemed incapable of afterwards 
rie acommand. The whole cargo is in like manner subject 
to confiscation, although it does not consist of slaves ; and the ne- 
groes thus imported are directed. to be employed on the public 
works in the Colony. The Directors earnestly i that this de- 
cree may immediately be carried into complete effect. a 

Their anxiety on this subject has been recently much increased, 
by their having learnt, from unquestionable authority, that in di- 
rect violation of the treaty of November, 1815, negroes have been 
lately imported into some of the French West-India ‘Islands in 
consideralle numbers ; and that several vessels have been fitted 
out, by French subjects, for the purpose of procuring a farther 
supply of slaves for those islands. 

Several instances of this kind are detailed. It is then added i 

A representation on this subject has been made to his’ Majesty’s 
Ministers ; and the Directors trust that measures wilh be taken to 
induce the French Government, effectually to’ prevent, in future, 
so flagrant a violation of its recent decree against this traffic. Wath- 
out this, such infractions of a solemn treaty are likely to increase 
to an unbounded degree. 




















Portugal. 


The Directors have again to regret, that they are, unable 
to state any thing satisfactory to the general meeting, respectiog 
the further restriction of the Slave Trade, carried. on by Portu- 
guese subjects. That trade still exists to a very great extent. 


Spain. 


The subscribers will recollect, that a treatise on the slave trade, 
as applied to the circumstances of Spain, and her Colonies, writ- 
ten by Mr. Blanco White, was some years ago printed, by order 
of the Directors. For a long time, great difficulties. wore opposed 
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to the-circulation.of this Essay in Spain, and her dependencies : 
but an opportunity having recently occurred, of distributing a con- 
siderable number of copies, it was thankfully embraced by the 


Board; and they have reason to believe that the impression pro- 


duced amongst some of the leading persons in.the Government of 
Spain, by the perusal of the treatise in question, has been highly 
favourable to the cause of the abolition. A further supply of copies 
has since been called for, and has been readily furnished to those 
persons whose weight and influence in the Spanish Councils may, 
and as the Directors hope, will speedily lead to the total abolition 
of the Spanish Slave Trade. At present, however, it is not in their 
power to announce any alteration in the arrangement between 
this country and Spain, as to the limits within which the latter shall 


‘be permitted to carry on that trade; but they hope, and rather 


expect, that some-progress has already been made towards a sa- 
tisfactory change in this point. 


Isle of Bourbon. 


The Directors have already communicated to the General Meet- 
ing, the information which they have received relative to the Slave 
Trade, carried on in the French West India Colonies, It appears 
to be still pursued to a considerable extent, in the remote Island 
of Bourbon, where more facilities, and fewer obstacles to it exist, 
than in the Western Seas. 


Isle of Frante. 


Nor is this illicit traffic confined to French subjects, in the east- 
ern quarter of the world. The Subscribers were last year inform- 
ed, that a considerable Slave Trade, was carried on to the British 
Colony of the Isle of France, as well as to the French Colony of 
Bourbon. The Directors had entertained a hope that this trade, 
if not entirely eradicated, would ere this, have been very materi- 
ally checked. In this hope they bave been disappointed ; and 
they conceive that a serious inquiry ought to be set on foot, re- 
specting the causes of its having increased, rather than diminished, 
since that time. 

Captain Curran, of his Majesty’s ship. Tyne, has been very ac- 
tive in repressing this trade, more especially on the coast of Mada- 
gascar; the particulars of which are detailed. : 

In reporting to Governor Farquhar the capture of L’Elenore, 
belonging to St. Denis in the Island of Bourbon, with 137 slaves 
on board, bound from Tamatave, in Madagascar, to the Isle of 
France, Captain Curran writes : ' 

“ To us, sir, who have witnessed their crowded state, it is a mat- 
ter of surprise that such a number could have existed even so long, 
respiring a most suffocating and impure atmosphere in the hold of a 
small vessel, in which somany were heaped together, As soon as 
day light rendered objects discernible, a considerable. number ot 
those wretched beings were observed thronged together in acom- 
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pact mess, upon the centre of the vessel’s deck; from the impossi- 
bility, I presume, of cramming any more of them below. On their 
removal to the Tyne, they were many of them, in a state of ex- 
treme debility and emaciation ; but | trust, under the humane at- 
tention of the surgeon of this ship, they will soon recover. 

‘© The trans-shipping this cargo of hutman wretchedness, I could 
‘ sir, cordially have wished it had been witnessed by the Philanthro- 
pic founders of the Institution in England, for carrying into effect 
the acts of Abolition; and by those who have conferred so much 
honour on themselves, and upon the nation, by their perseverance 
through every obStacle, until they carried that measure: once at 
least they could not have failed to enjoy the solid reward of their 
labours.” 

The Report states that the good dispositions of the Chief of Tama- 
tave, Jean Rene, co-operate in prohibiting the exportation of slaves 
from Madagascar; and adds the following circumstance : 

Just as the Tyne anchored at Tamatave, two of the native 
Princes, brothers to the King of Ovas, arrived with a commissioner, 
who had been specially deputed by Governor Farquhar to conduct 
them to the Isle of France. A number of artifices had been em- 
ployed to prevent their proceeding thither, and to excite their 
jealousy and distrust. These, however, were effectually coun- 
teracted by the address of Captain Curran, and the firmness of the 
Princes themselves ; and they accordingly took their passage in 
the Tyne forthe Isle of France. They were on board of that ves- 
sel when she chased and captured L’Elenore ; and it appears that 
the circumstances of this transaction, and particularly the emaciated 
condition of the slaves, bearing strong marks of ill treatment, and 
the care taken of the sick, when removed to the Tyne, had so forci- 
bly arrested the attention of the Princes and their attendants, that 
Captain Curran regards their presence on this occasion as a favour- 
able coincidence, which he did not fail to improve. They were 
afterwards safely landed at Port Louis, together witb their suite, 
consisting of more than thirty persons, among whom were some of 
the confidential servants of the King of Ovas, and were received by 
Governor Farquhar with marked distinction; and it was under- 
stood to be his intention to endeavour. by means of this embassy, 
to prevent, as far as possible, the practice of bringing down slaves 
from the interior of the Island of Madagascar, for sale to the tra- 
ders on the coast, and particularly at Tamatave, in the dominions 
of the King of Ovas. 

By the information of the crew of an American schooner, it ap- 
peared that there were great numbers of similar vessels at the 
Havanna, fitting out for the Slave Trade ; and that slave vessels 
were arriving there from the Coast of Guinea, at an average of 
from four to six per month. 


JAVA BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION. 


The Directors, at the last meeting, called the attention of the 
Subscribers to a Slave Trade, carried on in the Malayan Seas 
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of the Clergy in-different- parts, which contained unbecoming 
praisesofme. Praises which can only be ascribed unto God.— 
And as I am convinced in the depth of my heart of the Christian 
truth, that every blessing floweth unto us through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ alone, and that every man, be he whom he 
may, without Christ, is full only of evil, therefore to ascribe unto 
me the glory of deeds, in which the hand of God hath been so 
evidently manifested before the whole world, is to give unto men 
that glory which belongeth unto Almighty God alone. 

‘ f account it my duty, therefore, to forbid all such unbécoming 
expressions of praise, and recommend to the Holy Synod to give 
instructions to all the Diocesan Bishops, that they themselves, and 
the Clergy under them, may, on similar occasions, in future, re- 
frain from all such expressions of praise, so disagreeable to my 
ears; and that they may render unto the Lord of Hosts alone, 
Thanksgivings for the blessings bestowed upon us, and pray for 
the out-pouring of his grace upon all of us ; conforming themselves 
in this matter to the words of Sacred Writ, which require us to 
render to the King Eternal, Immortal, Invisible, the only wise 
God, honour and glory for ever and ever. 


*‘ ALEXANDER.’ 











MORAL IMPROVEMENT. 

We have been informed, that a Missionary Meeting, lately held 
at a certain town in the north of England, such was the attention 
paid to it by the inhabitants that, at the theatre, where a very 
popular performer, who had been engaged four nights only, was to 
have acted, so few persons were present, that the managers did not 
think it worth their while to light the candles ; and that at the 
ball-room, where an assembly was to have been held, not a single 
person appeared. [Lon, Evan. Mag. 


SLAVERY. 

The Havanna Diario of the 17th of August, contains an off- 
cial return of the slaves imported into that port from Africa, from 
the Ist of December, 1316, to the last of July, 1817, amounting 
in the whole to 11,161! ! [zbid. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 

On Thursday the 5th inst. the Rev. Samuel Kissam was or- 
dained to the work of the Gospel Ministry, and installed Pastor 
over the United Reformed Dutch Congregations of Bethlehem and 
Coeymans. On this interesting occasion the church was crowd- 
ed. The introductory prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Bradford, was 
highly solemn. An admirable Sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Mr. De Witt, from 2 Tim. iv. 5. ‘* Make full proof of thy 
ministry.” 

The exercises were concluded by an affectionate Address to the 
people, by the Rev. Mr. Livingston. 








